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ABSTRACT
Crude oil serves as the mainstay and the bedrock of economy of Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)
and some other countries exporting crude oil. Crude oil pollution in the soil is a serious environment hazard, with attendant
effects on soil, arable lands and in the petroleum industry and also in areas of which they are transported to and utilized.
Crude oil blocks pore spaces and reduce/prevent infiltration of water and aeration into the soil, and thus
unproductive/barren. These crude oil polluted soil and heavy metals in the polluted soil are broken down and adsorbed by
mushroom hypha and mycelium through the secretion of enzymes into environmentally safe levels resulting in carbon (iv)
oxide, water and perhaps biomass. Mushroom brings life to polluted barren land, thus, there is a resumption of active and a
times luxuriant growth in the environment. Conclusively, mushroom is a purifier of oil contaminated soils.

KEYWORDS: Contaminants, crude oil, mushroom, pollution

 INTRODUCTION
Pleurotus tuber regium (Fr.) Sing is a popular white rot
fungi, found in the tropical countries of Africa, Asia,
Australia and Pacific region of the world   (Okhuoya et al,
1998; Isikhwemhen et al, 1998). It belongs to a
heterogeneous group of about 7,000 species in the division
Eumycota (fungi) in the kingdom Thallophyta (no
embryo) in the plant kingdom. About 10% of the fungi is
what is referred to as mushroom (Hawksworth, 2001).
Mushroom is popular and generally accepted in Nigeria
populace (Nwokolo, 1987; Oso, 1977). Mushroom
constitutes a group of living organism incapable of
manufacturing its own food, thus devoid of chlorophyll. It
requires already made food. Mushroom has cellulose cell
wall which is made up of calose, pectose and cellulose in
different proportion. It also has false parenchyma cells and
has reserve of food (carbohydrates) in the glycogen.
Mushrooms are unicellular, multi-cellular thalloid or
filamentous in structure. It reproduces bisexually by
spores production and sexually by production gamete.

Types of mushroom
Mushrooms are fungus, which depends on other organism

in the ecosystem for their source of food. They possess no
chlorophyll and may simply be referred to as saprophytic,
parasitic and symbiotic nutritionally.

A. Saprophytic mushroom
This  group in nature depend and grow in plant and animal
remains and waste such as animal droppings, dead
animals, twigs, fallen leaves, dead wood, stumps organic
matter, etc (Agrodok, 2005), thus forming the first menu
in the food chain or food web. Decomposers are the
primary recyclers of soil nutrients in the planet earth
which are the products of saprophytic nutrition. This group
of mushrooms secretes acids and enzymes which degrade
plant and animal remains, breaks down large and insoluble

molecules such as carbohydrates, lipids and protein into
smaller molecules that can be absorbed (Stamets, 2005).
These dead plants and animals are recycled by mushroom
(fungus), to hydrogen, carbon, nitrogen and phosphorus
and animals into nutrients for living organisms which
utilize them in their ecological niche.
 Saprophytes are primary, secondary and tertiary
decomposers. Mushroom grows first either slowly or
rapidly on dead plants and animals (primary
decomposers), sends out mycelium, attaches, attack and
decomposes the plant and animal remains (Stamets,
2005)). Secondary and tertiary decomposers rely on the
activity and outcome `of the primary and secondary
decomposers. Mushroom in conjunction with some
bacteria, actinomycetes, yeast and other fungi acts as
primary and secondary decomposers, which releases
carbon (iv) oxide, heat, water, ammonia as by product of
breaking down of plants and animal remain or composting.
Tertiary decomposers may thrive longer in the habitat
created by primary and secondary decomposers.

B. Parasitic mushroom
Mushroom which depends on other organisms for their
existence are referred to as parasitic mushroom. They are
either obligate or facultative. Parasitic mushroom such as
honey mushroom destroys hectares of forest; and act as
agents of habitat restoration. Honey mushroom (Armilla
bulbosa) covered 37 acres in Michigan forest and was
estimated to be 1500 years old (Stamets, 2005).
Facultative mushroom are weak parasitic mushroom found
in dying host plant. The deaths of these are caused by
other organisms, or environmental stress. Oyster
mushroom (Pleurotus oestreatus) is a good example of
facultative parasitic mushroom and commonly found in
dying oak and cotton.
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C. Symbiotic or mutualistic mushroom
These are mushrooms which live in harmony with other
organism and they derive mutual benefit from each other.
They are referred to as symbiotic or mutualistic
mushroom. The hypha/mycelium releases or delivers salt,
water and produces antibodies to protect the host plant
from pathogens and other fungi while the mushroom
benefits carbohydrates and other nutrients.

Uses of mushroom
Mushroom (Pleurotus tuber regium) serves as an
important source of food for a variety of animals ranging
from insect to large mammalian herbivore such as Deer
(Alexopolus et al, 1996). It is often used in thickening
popular egusi-melon soup and serves as a substitute for
egusi-melon (Citrullus vulgaris) in South Eastern Nigeria
(Nwokolo, 1987; Okhuoya and Isikhwemhen, 1999). It is a
good source of vitamins, minerals, low in sugar, lowers
blood cholesterol (Kenada and Tokuda, 1966), and a
selective medicinal for diabetic (Bano, 1976; Chang and
Miles, 1982; Gupta, 1989) as well as contributes to
longevity in human being (Flynn.1991).
Mushroom contains quality good protein, low fat content
and contains vitamins B1, B2 and C.  It also has effects on
tumours, blood pressure and viruses. It has ability to
degrade lignin and cellulose. Emuh (2009) reported that
mushroom inoculated in locally sourced substrates showed
promise in bioremediation of crude oil polluted soil.

Sources and influence of oil pollution
In different parts of the world and especially areas where
oil exploitation and exploration are carried out, the
environment is increasing exposed to changes. These
changes result from natural and anthropogenic, could be
drastic and have effects on the ecosystem. The sources of
oil pollution include:
A. Blow out in oil locations.  An accidental discharge at

the stage of drilling of
crude oil is referred to as blow out. This arises from
well heads and well   controls which lead to large
barrels of crude oil spill into the environment. The
environment includes fishing water, swamps, forests
and arable lands.  Example   is the recent blow out in
the Gulf of Mexico, USA in 2010.

B. Pipeline leakage. This results from crude oil or
refined petroleum products transmission along the
pipeline. The pipeline leakages results from rupture
along the pipeline, corrosion along the pipelines,
malfunctioning of the pipeline valves (Odu, 2000).

C. Sabotage. In Nigeria the Department of petroleum
resources statistics showed that more than 60% of
oil spilled resulted from sabotage. Saboteurs cut
pipelines to steal crude oil or refined premium motor
spirit or kerosene as the case may be. Recent cases
in Nigeria are the famous Ejigbo of 2005 and Lagos
of 2006 where a lot of human lives were lost. This
deliberate means leads to oil pollution of the
environment (Emuh, 2009).

D. Accidents. This arises from loading and unloading
of vessels with discharge of crude oil and refined
products into the environment. Tanker collision
results from accidental discharge, which discharges

petroleum product into the environment such as the
Alaska oil spill of 1989.

E. Disposal of Brine and solid waste water. Some oil
exploration companies dispose their brine, solid
waste improperly that constitutes a significant
source of pollution in the environment. Brine and
water waste produced together with oil and solid
waste consists of tank bottom cleaning and Sludge.
Treatment clay and oil skimming discharged into the
environment constitute pollutants and health hazard.

F. Air pollution. Of importance is the industrial activity
resulting from the operations in the refining of
petroleum products and gas glaring. Some of the
major pollutants emitted are ammonia, chromium,
organic acid and sulfides etc are discharged into the
environment and causes contamination of in the
environment.

Effects of oil pollution on soil
 Blow out at oil locations, pipeline leakages, transportation
and sabotage and disposal of brine, solid waste and waste
water has adverse effects on bodies of surface water used
by drinking household, industrial purposes aquatic life and
vast tract of agricultural lands. These constitute
environmentally pollutants and render the environment
unproductive. Thus the inhabitants are impoverished and
deprived. Generally the addition of oil to the soil decreases
the water holding capacity of the soil (Schollenberger,
1930).Soil factors affected by oil pollution on land
includes soil atmosphere (air in the soil), soil water
availability and retention, exchangeable Mn, Fe, total N,
available P, No3 and the sulphur status of the soil (Udo and
Oputa, 1984). The oil in the soil renders the soil
hydrophobic thus reducing the presence and availability of
water in the soil (Ogboghodo et al, 2001). Oil pollution in
the soil leads to plant nutrients deficiency symptoms’
(Schwendinger, 1968), resulting from droughty conditions
as well as unavailability of plant growth resources. Oil in
the soil affect microbes, oxygen contents of the soil and
plant roots (Benka-Coker, 1995).
Crude oil pollution of the soil leads to nutrient availability
that are toxic to plants, like manganese (Odu, 2000).
Heavy pollution of crude oil in the soil leads to
barrenness’ of the soil (Amadi et al, 1993). However, Udo
and Oputa (1984) reported that, the application of 0.25%
volume by weight of oil in the soil improved the water
holding capacity of the soil. Light pollution of 1% and
below, benefits plant growth after 6 months of natural
rehabilitation, while at high concentration of 5% and
below, farmers can aerate or remediate the soil by hoeing
(Odu, 2000). Barren soils resulting from crude oil
pollution resumed active growth after years of natural
remediation.  Stebbling (1970), Amadi et al (1993),
reported that heavy polluted soils remained barren for
many years, resumed active growth and the plants were
more luxuriant than the surrounding vegetation of un-
polluted soils. Heavy metals are present in the soil and
crude oil polluted soils. Odu (2000), reported that heavy
metals are  immobilized in crude oil contaminated soils,
and are responsible for high level of metals after oil
spillage or pollution in the affected soils. These metals
result in nutrient imbalance, toxicity of the soils and
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unfavourable growth (if any) of plants in the ecosystem.
However, some heavy metals stimulate growth. Vanadium
was reported by Guegnov (1961), to stimulate the growth
of lettuce.

Effects of oil on seed germination and in plants
Crude oil contaminated soils and polluted soils have
effects on germination. It inhibits germination of seeds.
This results from insufficient soil aeration and water in the
soil leading to loss of viability (Udo and Fayemi, 1975;
Rowell, 1977). Oil in the seed coats the seed surface
thereby affecting the physiological functions within the
seed (McGill and Nyborg, 1975). Oil in the soil injures or
kills the seed embryo when they come in contact and
enters the seed through the micropyle end of the seed,
leading to germination failure (Atunuya, 1987;
Ogbemudia, 1996). In germinated plants, oil in the soil
results in growth retardation, wilting of the plant,
defoliation of leaves, chlorosis resulting from deficiency
of the soil (Gudin and Syratt, 1975).

Influence of mushroom in purifying the crude oil and
heavy metals in polluted soils
Mushroom inclusive of fungi, are ubiquitous in the soil,
and contributes to degradation of oil in the soil. Mushroom
grows in hydro-carbon and non- hydro-carbon
contaminated soils, secretes enzymes luccase, manganese
dependent peroxidase and lignin peroxidase which are
used for remediation (Barr and Aust, 1994; Aust et al,
2003; Mansur et al, 2005). Similarly, Oudot (1990),
Stamets (2005), reported that mushroom grows optimally
in harmful contaminants. Lau et al, (2003), reported the
use of mushroom compost to degrade PAH contaminated
soil.  Mushroom exhibits extra ordinary abilities to
transform recalcitrant pollutants and also degrades broad
spectrum of structurally diverse toxic environmental
pollutants (Lang et al, 195; Reddy 1998). Their extra
cellular ability, access them to degrade non-soluable toxic
compounds and non-popular compounds (Levin et al,
2003). Mushroom also exhibit low specificity of the
enzymes produced which enables them degrades
recalcitrant, anthropogenic compounds (Mendel et al,
1998). Similarly, Cajthaml et al, (2002), reported that
enzymes of fungi (mushroom) degrade several PAH
(anthracene, flouranthrene, phanathrene and pyrene) after
50 days of incubation to less than 1% anthracene, less than
5% of phanathrene and less than 7% of pyrene.  In the
same, Levin et al, 2003 reported that Trametes trogii
metabolized and degraded 90 - 97% highly concentrated
nitrobenzene and anthracaene. Mushroom utilizes different
substrates and degrades them during the period of
incubation as food (Wang, 1984; Barr and Aust, 1994).
Mushroom exhibits different range of growth in
remediation of contaminated soil (Nicolotti and Eglis,
1998; Emuh, 2009).The shows the different abilities of
mushrooms species and strains to breakdown and adsorb
or mineralizes the pollutants. Thomas et al, (1999)
reported that Oyster mushroom, mineralized and
metabolized 97% of oil similar to oil spilled at Exxon
Valdez tanker of Alaska, USA after 8 weeks of incubation
or mesocosm. Similarly, Bhatt et al, (2002), Sasek
(2003),reported the use of mushroom to degrade

hydrocarbons and its by-product as diesel, gasoline, oil
and tar while Kondo et al (2003), Gadd (2004) reported
the use of mushroom to degrade pesticides and
preservatives. Mushrooms are particular proficient in
breaking down many recalcitrant compounds, dissembles
long chain molecules and harmful toxins to less but
simpler chains (Stamets, 2005). Eggen and Sasek (2002)
reported that Oyster mushroom compost significantly and
effectively reduced toxin in polluted soil.

Effects of mushroom on heavy metals
Mushroom grows, breaks down and absorbs or mineralizes
environmental pollutants into non-toxic form (Hamman,
2004).  The presence of heavy metals and other harmful
contaminants, which mushroom attacks extra-cellularly,
digests led to increase in mushroom as opposed to
inhibition of mushroom and subsequent removal of toxic
metal in the environment by shiitake mushroom (Hitivani
and Mecs, 2003; Stamets, 2005). The scavenging of metals
from polluted sites by mushroom (Malik, 2004) are due to
remediation and purifying abilities of mushrooms. Oudot
(1990), Barr and Aust (1994), Stamets (2005), Emuh
(2009), reported that mushroom grows in the presence of
heavy metals, secretes enzymes and detoxified such
contaminants. Similarly, mulligan and Galver-Cloutier
(2003) reported that fungi, mushroom inclusive degraded
metal contaminated soil. Stamets (2005) reported that
mushroom channels heavy metals from land to fruity
bodies for removal from the soil/ environment. This is first
by denaturing the toxins and finally absorbing such heavy
metals.
Mushroom are hyper accumulators of heavy metals and
radioactive metals that are toxic to consume and are thus
eliminated from the environment. These are bio-
concentrated in solid forms in the mushroom (Wasser et
al, 2003; Sasek, 2003). Similarly, Arica et al, (2003)
reported, the use of turkey tail mushroom and phoenix
oyster mushroom mycelia to eliminate 97% mercury ion
from water. Similarly, Humer et al, (2004), reported that
mushroom degraded copper and chromium in treated
woods.

Mushroom hypha/mycelium thickness
Mushroom is a fungus, which feeds by secreting enzymes
and digests food externally and absorb the nutrients in net
like chain called hypha. The net like chain (hypha) is
exposed to stimuli in their ecological niche and act as a
conscious intellect and respond to stimuli. Dense and
regular branching of hypha endows fungi with potentials
to pervade any substrate thoroughly (Hudson, 1986). The
higher the mycelium thickness, the higher the rate of
mechanical penetration and breaking down of substrate.
This culminates at the higher the rate of digestion of
substrate through the secretion of extra-cellular enzymes.
This shows the potentials of bioremediation capabilities of
mushroom (Hudson, 1986; Bouchez et al, 1996; Juhaz and
Naidu, 2002; Hamman, 2004).
These hypha/mycelium penetrates contaminated soils, thus
placing a mat on them, is the process of breaking down
and adsorption of toxic products or pollutants. Generally
the bonds in hydro-carbon and petroleum products such as
PMS and AGO are similar to bonds that hold the plant
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materials together.  The enzymes produced by mushroom
which are lignin perioxidase, manganese perioxidase and
luccase penetrate, break and digest or mineralizes these
hydrocarbon, petroleum products and pesticides to primary
non-solid products and are liberated in the forms of water
and carbon (iv) oxide (Schliphake et al, 2003; Stamets,
2005). These enzymes act singly or collectively in aiding
mycelium to break down nature or human made resistant
materials (Stamets, 2005). Similarly, Hitivani and Mecs
(2003), reported that the mycelium of shiitake mushroom
exposed to heavy metals of cadmium, copper, lead,
mercury and zinc increased the production of enzymes
luccase, decolourized them and subsequently absorbed the
heavy metals.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
In this paper, an attempt has been made to highlight
mushroom and its type based on nutrition and its utility.
Against the background of crude oil spillage/pollution
which comes in the form of blowout, pipeline leakages,
disposal of brine, solid waste, waste water and their effects
on soil, seed germination and in plants, mushroom has a
positive effect on purifying polluted/ contaminated soil
and heavy metals in the soil.
 It is pertinent to note that crude oil pollution/spillage is a
major cause of environmental degradation especially in
Niger-Delta area of Nigeria. This has impaired fishing in
waters, soil fertility and reduction in arable lands, of which
the host communities are now vociferous about their own
plight (Emuh, 2009).
Apart from the economic uses of mushroom (food and
medical purposes), it plays an important but a unique role
in the purification and rehabilitation of crude oil polluted
soils. Introduction of crude oil brings lifelessness into the
soil, while the introduction of mushroom into
polluted/contaminated soil brings synergy of life into the
soil.  The mushroom serves as an impetus for other micro-
organism in the rehabilitation of oil polluted soils. Thus,
the introduction of mushroom is a launching pad for other
micro-organism in fostering microbial communities of
which the population dynamics shift in response, of life
into the soil. This papers ends by the importance of
mushroom to bring life and rehabilitation of crude oil
polluted soils.
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